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CONVOY 29 ARGENTINA 

 

Location  
 

Villa General Guemes, Argentina 

Crew 

  

 Davie Kay (Fife Fire and Rescue Service)                      

  

Appliances  
 

Training on IFRA donated Ambulance and equipment  

 

Briefing 

Delivery of training on appliances above and equipment previously supplied  

¶ To train the crews of Cuerpo De Bomberos De General Guemes and various other Brigades from 

Argentina in all aspects of the donated appliances and equipment, and reinforce the training received last 

year. Training is in the following aspects, RTC, B.A, Firefighting and formation of the Brigade. 

 

9
th

 May 2010 

Headed off to Edinburgh Airport at 1600pm to begin the 25 hour trip to Paraguay. Flights were Edinburgh to 

London-London-San Paulo-San Paulo-Asuncion. 

 

10
th

 May 2010  

I arrived in Asuncion on the evening of the 10
th
 May 2010 and went straight to the hotel to get my head down 

as after 25 hours I was beat. 

 

11
th

 May 2010  

Told the Ambulance containing the equipment is not due in Asuncion till tomorrow, spent the day doing 

lesson plans as I have only a week with the crews from Argentina. 

 

12
th

 May 2010  

Went to the Port of Asuncion and watched the Ambulance arrive. It was quite a sight watching it arrive on the 

barge and the unloading process start. Today was spent with Peter Logan sorting out customs forms. BORING 

DAY.   

 



         
 

13
th

 May 2010  

I then spent the rest of the day in the Embassy of Argentina in Asuncion with the Commerce officer Ernesto 

sorting out all the paperwork needed to free it from custody at the port and also for travel across the border at 

Clorinda (the Border town between Paraguay and Argentina) .Ernesto worked pure miracles and spent hours 

on the phone and copying documents and emailing officials to ready everything for the delivery. FINALLY 

we got permission to get the Ambulance at 5pm. Itôs too late to go today so we leave at 0830 tomorrow. It was 

quite a job and about the expected amount of RED TAPE. 

 

        
 

14
th

 May 2010  

0830 arrived at the port and started the Ambulance ready for leaving, spent an hour finally convincing the 

officials we were who we said we were and waiting on an escort to the border. 

0930 I get told to drive the Ambulance as I hold an international driving permit (remember this statement for 

later).The escort arrives and plonks himself in the passenger seat. Off we head to the border .I spend an hour 

talking Spanglish to the officer.  

1100 we clear Paraguayan customs and the help we got was fantastic. They rushed us through in about an 

hour and a half. Same with the Argentinean customs too we head off about 1330 and drive to Guemes, now 

Ricardo Spinelli the Commander of the  Bomberos Voluntarios Villa General Guemes is now in the passenger 

seat and I am still driving . Off we head down a really long road with only a few minor holes to avoid. The 

journey takes about 3 hours. So about 2 hours into the journey I see a sign which says ñZONA DE BACHESò 

now ma Spanish is ok but not that good so I turn to Ricardo and say ñQue esta Zona de Baches.ò As I hit a 

great big hole in the road. So turn to Ricardo who is P***ing himself and I say ñITS OK I KNOW NOW.ò 

The conversation turns to work and I ask Ricardo what he does for a living as he lies back in the passenger 

seat and finds out what all the buttons do. ñOh I am the head of the department of transportò well you could 

have knocked me down with a feather. I just drove the bloody ambulance for 4 hours cos I had a bloody 

international driving permit and I am sitting beside the bloody head of the bloody agency that issues the 

bloody driving permits in the first place. Talk about taking a liberty. Well we had a wee laugh about it 

anyway. We arrive in Guemes at 1645 and meet Oscar the Intendente (Mayor) of the Town and spend an hour 

or so unloading the Ambulance and cleaning it out. We discuss training and also meet 2 Firefighters from 

Perez who are part of the group of Cities in Argentina IFRA are now assisting. 

2230 bed too tired to think. 



 
 

15
th

 May 2010  

0830 met up with all the Firefighters and started to issue uniforms and sort out all the gear. 

           
0930 RTC practical all day spent the entire morning walking through how to use the Lukas cutting equipment 

and also ladder climbing and hose running.  

            
1330 this afternoon we cut up an old car in 3 scenarios. One scenario with the car on all 4 wheels (although it 

had none). One scenario on its side and one scenario on its roof. The Bomberos had a great time using the 

equipment for the first time. They told me stories about people being dragged out as they had no cutting 

equipment similar in the entire region. That really was the point I realised for about the millionth time (but it 

always feels like the first time) how much IFRA does and the impact we have by what we do on both the 

community and the Firefighters. 

  



        
16

th
 May 2010  

0900 Today we spent training the 3 officers and focused on RTC Equipment, a BA set and also Fire 

Extinguishers. The students were taught how to describe the equipment and also to provide advice on how to 

use the equipment safely and properly. By the end of the day the 3 of them were giving each other lessons on 

any piece of equipment they were asked for. They also took part in some basic BA search procedures and 

were able to compare the procedures the Argentine Firefighters use and the procedures we use. 

             
 

17
th

 May 2010  

0900 as part of our project in Argentina I asked for permission to spend £100 on paint and brushes to assist in 

painting the local Hospital and old folks home . I and some of the local community and Firefighters spent 3 

hours painting 2 rooms and a corridor in the old folkôs home. The Firefighters have decided to carry on with 

the project on a weekly basis to freshen up the 2 buildings. 

   
1330 this afternoon the Firefighters were taken for classes by the 3 officers from the brigade so we could 

ensure the information I passed on to them was used correctly and that they could pass it on effectively  


